MINUTES OF SPARKWELL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
held on 11th February 2020 at Sparkwell Parish Hall

Present: Cllrs May, Lee, Peacham, Small, Taylor
Dawn Johnson (Clerk)
In attendance: Cllr Baldry (SHDC)

Part 1 (Open to the Public)
020/20	Apologies for Absence  
Cllrs Milford, Pearson-Bunt, Cllr Hart (DCC), Cllr Thomas (SHDC)
Resolved that the apologies be noted.

021/20	Agreement of the Agenda between Parts I and II.
Councillors noted that two items of business would be considered in Part II of the meeting

022/20	Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 

021/20	District Councillors Business 
Cllr Baldry delivered his report:
(a) The Lee Mill development application is before Development Management Committee tomorrow (12th).  Cllrs Thomas and Baldry are going to speak; there is a representative for the residents of Lee Mill and Cllr Taylor will attend on behalf of the PC.
(b) Cllr Baldry was not invited to the meeting that had been arranged to discuss the planned development at Woolwell.   
(c) The budget for 2020/21 will be considered on Thursday (13th), which includes
· An increase of £5 per annum in Council Tax Band D, pro rata for other Bands, due to government cuts in funding
· Agreement for £400,000 for one off climate change projects spread out across the districts for organisations including parish councils.   
· Increase in funding for CAB and the Ivybridge Ring and Ride Scheme 
· Questioning continuation of the CVS grant 
· Proposal for a new post (shared with West Devon BC) to deal with applying for projects for funding.  
Cllr May referred to the Seaton Orchard planning application.   More information is coming out with another plan still four bed properties rather than two bed.   Cllr Baldry will be opposing the application on the basis that there is no proven need for that type of housing in Sparkwell.   
Cllr Peacham said he felt that the SHDC climate change plan was superficial and lightweight.  There are links to DCC climate change emergency statement, which is closed for comment, and the SHDC link inviting feedback takes users to Plymouth CC site which is also closed for comment.  It would be more useful if the Government came out with guidance for councils and parishes and looked at planning.  For example the plans for Woolwell do not include solar panels or passive houses.
Cllr Baldry confirmed that the new post of Climate Change officer will start after 1st April.   

022/20	County Councillors Business 
Cllr Hart had sent apologies and the Clerk delivered his report:
(a) He met up with two councillors at the Mine Liaison meeting on 30th January and  thought it was a constructive meeting 
(b) The budget is going to Cabinet on Friday; they have found another £1million for drainage
(c) DCC will soon be in a position to discuss with the parish a design for the new slip road for Lee Mill 
(d) DCC are also putting in a bid for money for a number of smaller road schemes including Lee Mill.

023/20	Open Forum 
(a) Drakelands Mine Update 
Cllrs May and Peacham attended the liaison group meeting on the 30th January.    Most of the information was already known as Mr Thompson had updated us at the last parish meeting.   They are looking at meeting every three months then maybe bring it back to bi monthly.   They have bought the site and are still in the experimental processing stage in Finland to determine whether they can process the material in a different way.  They haven’t achieved that yet, so are a long way away from anything else happening.  They are applying for a new raft of permits as the previous permits had expired / will expire.
At the previous meeting Mr Thompson said that they had discharged their responsibilities with regard to tree planting.   Cllr Peacham had raised the issue with him that 90% of those trees are dead.   Mr Thompson is following up on this and wants to remedy.
Cllr May said that would be a good time for the Environment Agency to run noise tests.   

[bookmark: _Hlk20384806]024/20	Matters Arising
(a) Minute 189/19 – The Clerk had contacted DCC as there had been reports of flooding since the previous works had been carried out.   She had asked whether a depth marker could be put up and will raise again with DCC.  It was reported that the drains had in fact been cleared again today.

025/20	Annual Parish Residents Meeting 
The 2020 APRM will take place on the 10th March 2020 at Hemerdon Village Hall, 6.15pm start followed by the normal monthly meeting
There was discussion about items to include on the Agenda. 
Action – the Clerk will draft an Agenda and circulate for comment.  Clerk will organise refreshments

024/20	Minutes 
Councillors considered the minutes of the meeting on the 14th January 2020
Resolved unanimously that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th January 2020 be approved subject to one small amendment in paragraph 1, page 3.

025/20	Planning
(a) (Update) Planning Application Ref: 3197/19/OPA 
Applicant Name: Mr N Jillings Place Land LLP 
Description: Outline application with some matters reserved for residential development of up to 25 residential units including vehicular access, estate roads, landscaping, open space, drainage, infrastructure and all associated development (resubmission of 1303/18/OPA) 
Address: Land adjacent to New Park Road Lee Mill Nr Ivybridge 
Application Date: 02 October 2019 
Target Determination Date: 14 February 2020
Resolved to oppose the application

(b) Planning Application Ref: 4181/19/OPA 
Applicant Name: Rockspring Barwood Plymouth Ltd 
Description: Outline application for up to 360 dwellings and associated landscaping, new access points from Towerfield Drive and Pick Pie Drive and site infrastructure. All matters reserved except for access. 
Address: Land off Towerfield Drive Woolwell Part of the Land at Woolwell JLP Allocation (Policy PLY44)

(c) Planning Application Ref: 4185/19/OPA 
Applicant Name: Rockspring Barwood Plymouth Ltd 
Description: Outline application for provision of up to 1,640 new dwellings; up to 1,200 sqm of commercial, retail and community floorspace (A1-A5, D1 and D2 uses); a new primary school; areas of public open space including a community park; new sport and playing facilities; new access points and vehicular, cycle and pedestrian links; strategic landscaping and attenuation basins; a primary substation and other associated site infrastructure. All matters reserved except for access. 
Address: Land at Woolwell Part of the Land at Woolwell JLP Allocation (Policy PLY44)

We are being consulted as it is a neighbouring parish. General discussion.
Resolved:
· That the PC has major concerns over the amount of traffic this will cause; traffic is already heavy in that area and these plans are to double the size of the existing Woolwell which will add some 3500 cars
· This is a large development with no plan to put any new road in
· Houses should be carbon neutral, passive, low energy


(d) Planning Application Ref: 0015/20/ARM 
Applicant Name: Mr E Adams - Langage Energy Park Limited 
Description: Application for approval of reserved matters following outline approval 49/1020/98/1 (Outline application for the development of designated industrial land for office, light industrial, general industrial and warehousing use) 
Address: Lower Langage Farm Plympton PL7 5AW

Reserved matters – no comment at this time

026/20	Road & Snow Warden 
(a) The Community Lengthsman reported that he went around the area in the week of 20 January and cleared drains.  He said after all the rain, the drains were in a poor state.   

027/20	Chairman’s Business 
(a) Update from the Clerk regarding the new defibrillator at Sparkwell Parish Hall.

028/20	Correspondence 
(a) We received a letter from the Sgt at Ivybridge to say that reports will no longer be made available as the data is on the Police.co.uk website.   We should contact the Police if we have any concerns.

029/20	Clerk Training report
The Clerk reported that she had attended the SLCC annual training seminar on the 29th January.  Topics included
· Legal Update
· Becoming Carbon Neutral – some useful notes had been provided and the Clerk hoped to submit a report to the PC by May 2020
· Finance & VAT Update
· Website Accessibility Compliance – new legislation comes in to force for existing websites in September 2020.   The Clerk was researching and will submit a report to the PC in March 2020.
· Social Media	

030/20	Finance 
(a) to consider budget analysis report and bank reconciliation for January 2020 (circulated)
Resolved to agree the bank reconciliation.   
The Clerk found an error in the budget analysis report and will circulate amended version.
(b) The Clerk had received an email from the Church requesting a grant.  She had asked for further details but had yet to receive this.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Clerk advised that the guidance from NALC was that s.6(1)(a) of the Local Government Act 1894 which confirms the powers, duties and liabilities conferred on parish councils ……………”not being property in relation to the affairs of the church ……..”  still stood 
Resolved that the Council should not make any grants to the Church considering the guidance
(c) VAT claim has been submitted – amount £1239.94
(d) Six monthly bank reconciliation verification by Cllr May on 21/01/2020

031/20	Payments and Receipts 
(a) The Council considered the receipt and payments list circulated by the Clerk.
Resolved that the report be approved.

032/20	Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on 10th March 2020 at 7pm at Hemerdon Village Hall after the Residents Meeting which will start at 6.15pm.	

Meeting closed at 8.40pm


This is a true and accurate record of the meeting

Signed ……………………………………………………………….

Name ………………………………………………………………..   Date …………………………………………..
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